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Abstract

It is well known that excessive alcohol consumption can result in memory loss, a

phenomenon referred to as alcoholic transient anterograde amnesia. Some criminals

know that a small amount of sedative-hypnotic (GABA, receptor agonist) by itself, or

in combination with a small amount of alcohol, can induce transient anterograde

amnesia in unsuspecting victims. This phenomenon is common knowledge among

healthcare professionals, but remains poorly understood by the community at large in

Japan, including most criminal investigators. Criminals have induced transient

anterograde amnesia in both female and male victims. When investigating incidents

involving drug-facilitated sexual assault and drugging-robbery, criminal intelligence

agencies should expect to hear victims say things such as “I don’t remember anything

after consuming the drink the offender gave me, so the crime must have occurred during

that time.” Criminal investigation agencies and forensic pathologists need to be aware

that due to hypnotic-induced anterograde amnesia, memories of events occurring during

a crime can be lost, and the rights of the victims of such crimes need to be suitably

protected.
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