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This year’s first year medical students proved themselves to be more that adept at the challenges of English. As

future doctors they will need a command of English in order to work in an increasingly global society. Doctors

need not only the fundamentals of English grammar, but a mindset that has them looking outward. The first year

medical students appeared eager to communicate in English and a desire to learn more. I hope their enthusiasm

will continue and, as they get closer to becoming doctors, they will continue to study and learn English.
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I appreciate the comments from the second year medical students. Students showed a high command of English
in their ability to communicate with me and with each other. As future doctors they will need this ability in
international conferences and when speaking to non-Japanese doctors here in Japan. They will also need English
to analyze research written in English. The second year students already have a good command of English, but I
hope they will continue to improve their English abilities. From what I have seen of the second year students, I am
confident they will become doctors with high levels of English proficiency.
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I would like to thank the first year nursing students for their encouraging comments. This year’s class of nursing
students impressed me with their hard work and enthusiasm. Learning English requires students to be actively
involved in class activities and everyone did their utmost when participating in pair work and group work activities.
There are many opportunities in the field of health care which can only be realized by acquiring English proficien-
cy. I hope the first year nursing students will continue to work hard and improve their English skills as they move
towards graduation.
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I am very fortunate to have many nurses in my life. My mother, younger sisters, sister —in—law, niece, cousin
and two of my close friends are members of this noble profession. So I think I know what kind of people nurses are:
they are intelligent, strong, responsible, active, hardworking, and kind. When you are a nurse, people know that
they can trust you. Without nurses, we could not have healthcare, or even civilization. That’s why I feel honored to
teach future nurses. I hope all of our students will have useful and fulfilling careers in nursing, and also happy lives
with a good work/life balance.
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