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Malignant mesothelioma
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Malignant pleural mesothelioma (MPM) occurs
because of carcinogenesis of mesothelial cells induced
mainly by exposure to asbestos. Patients with this
refractory disease have a mean overall survival duration of
approximately 1 year. Early detection of this malignancy is
important and the establishment of a standard therapy for
this disease is needed. The basic treatment for resectable
stage I-IIl MPM (epithelioid or biphasic mesothelioma)
is trimodality therapy that comprises surgical therapy,
including extrapleural pneumonectomy, chemotherapy,
and irradiation. However, because of the highly invasive
nature of the therapy, tolerance to it is also important. In
this paper, we present an overview of the current diagnosis
and treatment of MPM, the methods and outcomes of
surgical therapy in our department, and the course of the
development of new diagnostic methods and treatment by

optimal techniques.
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