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Glial Cyst in the Thalamus with Intracystic Hemorrhage -Case Report-
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Abstract

A19-year-oldfemalepresentedwithanunusualglialcystofthethalamusthatcauseddevelopmentof
acutehydrocephalusduetohemorrhageandmanifestedasheadacheandfaintingattacks・Computed
tomographysh⑪wedalargecysticmasslesionintheleftthalamuswithintracystichemorrhage､The
cystwassubtota皿yremoved､Microsc0picexaminationrevealedmildgliosiswithmarkedhem0siderin
deposits･Theinnersurfaceofthecysticwalllackedanepitheliallining・Thediagnosigwasglialcyst・
Magneticresonance(ＭＲ)imaging2monthsaftersurgeryshowedaresidualcystintheleftthala、us・
However,afIerl2monthsshewasasymptomatic，neurologicallyintact,ａｎｄＭＲｉｍａｇｉｎｇｓｈｏｗｅｄｎｏ

ｒｅｇｍｗｔｈofthecyst・Treatmentofglialcystmustprovidesufficientcommunicationbetweenthecyst
andthecerebralventriclesratherthanattempttotalremovalofthecyst,whichmaypresentaconsidera‐
blechallenge･
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IntrodⅢtion

Magneticresonance(ＭＲ)imagingisidentifyingan
increasingnumberofcasesofintracranialbenign
cysts､Asymptomaticpinealcysts,ｉｎparticular,ｏｃ‐
ｃｕｒａｔａｆｒｅｑｕｅｎｃｙｏｆｌ-4％､4''4)Glialcyststhatde‐
velopinthecerebralhemisphereanｄｂｅｃｏｍｅｓｙｍｐ‐
tomaticarestillrare・'3''9)Werecentlyencountered

acaseofglialcystoriginatingintheleftthalamus
thatresultedinanintracystichemorrhageandwas
discoveredbecauseofheadacheａｎｄｄｉｓｔｕｒｂａｎｃｅｏｆ

ｃｏｎｓｃ１０ｕｓｎｅｓｓ．

CaseReport

A19-year-oldfemaleexperiencedheadacheand
generalmalaiseonthemorningofSeptemberl6，
1994.Thesymptomspersistedonthenextday・She
sufferedafaintingspeⅡinthebathroomthatlasted
fOrlminuteonSeptemberl8､Later,herheadache
increasedandwascomplicatedbynausea・Shethen
visitedaphysician・Computedtomograplly{CT)ｒｅ‐
vealedacysticlesionofthethirdventricleand

markedenlargementofthebilaterallateralventri‐
cles・ShewastransferredtoourdepartmentonSep‐
temberl9､Ｈｅｒmedicalhistorywasunremarkable・
Onadmission,ｓｈｅｗａｓｆＵ皿yconscious・Therewas

moderatepapilledemainbothfmdi､Noabnormali‐
tiesweredetectedinthecranialnerves,motorfUnc‐

tionsoftheextremities,orsensoryperceptions,She
exhibitedaslightlyataxicambulatorypattern･
Skullradiographyrevealedmarkeddigitalmark‐
ingsandabnormalcalcificationinthecorre‐

spondingareatotheCTfindingasfollows・CTindi‐
catedacysticlesionmeasuring55mmacrossthe
greatestdiameterthatextendedfromtheleftthalam‐

icregiontothelateralventricle・Ｔｈｅｃｙｓｔｗａｌｌａｐ‐
pearedasslightlyhighdensity・Administrationof
contrastmediumcausednoobviousenhancement・

Partofthecystwallwascalcified・Theintracystic
areawascharacterizedbyaslightlyhigherdensity
thanthatofthecerebrospinamuidandtherewasa

niveauthatwasinterpretedtobeanintracystic
hemorrhage・Bothlateralventriclesweremarkedly
enlarged(Fig.１).MRimagingshowedthecystasa
slightlyhigh-intensitysignalontheT,-weightedim‐
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