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Progress in gastroenterological endoscopy for cancer
In recent years, significant progress has been made in
gastroenterological endoscopy, especially in the area of
endoscopic therapy for cancers of the gastrointestinal
tract. Based on numerous data of patients with gastric
cancer who were treated by endoscopic therapy and of
their long-term follow-up studies, endoscopic therapy
has proved to be effective for a curable treatment of
early gastric cancer when indicated properly. This
treatment strategy will be applied to the therapy for
esophageal or colorectal cancers in the very near future.
Moreover, endoscopic treatment plays an important
role for the improvement of quality of life (QOL) of
patients with inoperable advanced cancer as a part of
multidisciplinary therapy. We should establish a com-
prehensive system for endoscopic therapy including

medical ethics from an international point of view.
Shigeru Kitamori + Masayoshi Namiki*
key words : endoscopy, gastrointestinal tract,
cancer, endoscopic therapy
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