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Summary
A case of spontaneous rupture of the esophagus
Teizo ARTYAMADY, Akifumi KUMAGAI?,
Kiyotaka YAMAGUCHI", Tetsuro SHIMIZU?,
Hidetaka EBATA?Y

Second Department of Surgery, Asahikawa Medical Col-
lege”

Department of Surgery, Sapporo Tokushukai Hospital”

A 59-year-old man was admitted to the hospital because

of severe upper abdominal pain following vomiting while

1
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sleeping. A chest X-ray and CT scan film showed clearly
mediastinal and subcutaneous emphysema. Esophagog-
raphy revealed a massive leakage in the lower portion of the
esophagus, from which we diagnosed a spontaneous rupture
of the esophagus. Primary closure of the rupture site and
left thoracic cavity drainage were performed 4 hours after
the onset. Pulmonary failure, peumonia and minor leakage
of the anastomosis site occurred after the operation.In such
a case it might be necessary to use the fundic patch method
for closure of the rupture site. The suitable surgical
procedure should be determined in consideration of the time
to the operation, findings at the rupture site and the

patient’s general condition.
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