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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF ASAHIKAWA

First of all, 1 would like to thank Asshikaws Medical College to ullow
me to jot down a few wards for this magazine. Before that. allow me 16
inroduce myself, | am Julic Cesar Duefias. from Peru, studying Doctor
Course in the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology al Asahikawa
Medical College,
My major is Oncology Gynecology, and | am doing clinical swudies and basic
research in this field using modern Molecular Biology techniques. Possibly
the most frequently asked question put on those visiting Japan is =" Why
did you come to Japan?® . The following few lines attempl to answer this
question in part, and provide an image of living and swdying in Japan
from my perspective. The reasons arc many, however the main driving
force was to pursue my academic swdies whilst gaining an understanding
of a culture that 15 significantly different to my own. Historically, Japan
and South America countries have enjoyed good relations. Peru was the
first country in the region to establish relations with Japan in 1873, and u
has the second largest community of Japanese immigramts after Brasil.
around 76,000. The clection of President Fujimori boosted already positive
public sentiments in both countries. Japanese - Peruvians play an impor-
tant  role in this respect. " Our relationship of interdependence 1s growing
much faster and deeper that people imagine "
America has received from Japan the amount of non-refundable technical
nssistance s Peru has in the ficlds of Health, Education and Energy. Such
generosity is a clear indicator of the Jopanese government's commitment
to support the social and regional development of Peru. It has been almost
three years since arriving in Asahikawa to undertake a research course
and I am happy to say, that although it has not been easy pursuing (hese
goals, it has been a rewarding experience that | am glad | undertook. My
initial culture shock was a liule dampened by the more than welcome
efforts by Professor Mutsuo Ishikawa, my academic supervisor and medi-
cal s1aff of Obstetrics and Gynecology Depariment. From the begining, the
battle with the language began and has been the major obstacle in living
in Japan.

No other country in Latin
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During my stay in Asahikawa, the most rewarding experience 1 think
has been the opportunity to learn from the Japanese people a way of life
that contrasts in many ways (o thal in which 1 was raised. On the academic
front, Japan is one of the most stimulating countries in the world in which

conduet research. The opportunities provided to me by stafl of Asahikawa
Medical College have broadened my knowledge in an area of study which
is difficult 1o 1ake in my own country. To these people | am most grateful,
I think Asahikswa is one of the best places 1o stay in Japan, the environ -
ment is clean, 1t has four distinct seasons and the snowy winter makes it
My wife
and | decided 10 get marry here which made our sojourn in this counlry
an unforgeitable part of our lile.

Finally, | have been extremcly fortunate for the past three years Lo live
in the land of Beauty and be able to search and study in my field. 1 owe
almost ull my knowledge and achievements on this field o Gynecalogy
Group. 1 hasten o thank Professor Ishikawa and OB/ GYN staff from the
bottom of my heant for the kindness and guidance during this time. Some
day, | will leave Asahikawa but | am consoled by the thougth that we will
always remain as Japan's good friends and will propagate our knowledge
of the Japanese Culture al any new post.

even more special. To me Asahikawa is my second home town.
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