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TSome Developments in English
' Studying in Asahikawa Medical

\
- College Simon N. Bayley

' During this last year I have had many requests |
for help with studying English, and I think that
| many people may be interested in the developments
that have been made to help the members of this
college. I
|  The college is now a registered site for the(
University of Cambridge examinations in Fnglish |
as a foreign language. There are a number of these|
exams at different levels, Theyv test reading,
writing, listening and speaking and they are the
most popular such English language exams in the
world. The most popular with both students and
| doctors here is the Cambridge Preliminary English
Test (PET). PET is regarded by the Council of
! Europe as the minimum level of English for living
in an international situation. Other, higher level,
‘ Cambridge tests are used by universities all over
the world, I would like to recommend anybody who
is interested in working or traveling abroad to
take these examinations.

In order to help students with their English
studies I have started to set up, in the small
room next to the LL, a Self-Access area.
Anybody can come to this room, copy one of the
\special tapes and take two or three of the
worksheets. The tapes and the worksheets will

| help students to improve their listening in English,

as well as vocabulary, pronunciation ete. There
' will be tapes for students at different levels as
well as special subjects, such as listening to
conferences, traveling in America, exam skills
ete. | can make tapes for any special subject that
I am asked for, any subject that will help the
members of the college use and understand English.
I hope that members of the college will use this
facility,

One of the most common requests [ have is for
help in speaking at conferences in Knglish, either
in Japan or abroad. A little work can improve
the quality of a presentation enormously. For this
reason, | am planning to run a short course on
giving presentations. | intend to run this course
one or two times a year, depending on how popular
it is,
| i you would like any more information about
‘any of these subjects, please call me, Simon
Bayley, on extension 2737, or visit me in my
office.
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