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First and foremost I would like to thank all
those people here in Asahikawa who have made
my wife and | so welcome, and have contributed
so much to our first impressions of the town
and the college. After a hot and humid summer
working in Yokohama, it was with some relief
that | moved back to Hokkaido. I had spent
several years living in Sapporo so | appreciate
the many pleasant aspects of this northern
island; beautiful and natural scenery, clean air,
good food and friendly people.

[ am originally from Manchester, in the
north of England, and I went to university in
Birmingham. 1 have worked in many places in
England, and also in [taly and Spain. Before
coming to Japan | was teaching in England,
where many of my students were Japanese.
Like many British people, 1 had always been
interested in Japan: another island nation with
a long history and strong traditions, on the
other side of the world, So when | decided to
work abroad again Japan was my first choice-
and in Japan, | have learnt to like Hokkaido
most.

[ especially like Hokkaido, and Asahikawa in
particular, as I have a two-year old daughter
with whom [ enjoy spending much time and
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showing her the beauty of nature; activities
impossible to do in Yokohama. In December we
are expecting our second child, which will keep
us very busy during the winter !

In my role as English teacher here in the
college, I hope to continue the fine work of
my predecessors: to provide a motivating and
stimulating environment in which to develop
communication skills in English. This will
require hard work from all involved, but not
without enjoyment and satisfaction. Moreover,
I hope that 1 will be able to assist all those
who need help with English and make a valuable
contribution to the college.

As I adjust to my new life and responsibilities
in Asahikawa [ anticipate a successful and
enjoyable time here. Again, I thank everybody
for their help and very pleasant welcome.
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