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Japan and |.

A.T.Grenville

Last summer, I often
found myself thinking, "I
wonder| what living in Ja-
pan will be like 77 [ ima-
gined all kinds of initial

difficulties and steeled

myself to cope with them. After two months in
Asahikawa, however, | realised that all this limb-
ering up of my psvchological resilience was quite
unnecessary. The kindness, friendliness and
helpfulness of everybody that I have met, has made
my move to Japan about as stressful as a hot bath.
It is a little difficult for me to articulate the

“aims“of my stay in Japan. [ am not the sort of
person who views life in terms of lists of objec-
tives of the sort;

1. Must learn 500 kanji by June 1981.

2. Must understand the Japanese character

by September 1981 etc.

I have no sympathy [or this approach. Of course.
there are areas in which [ am particularly inter-
ested (I must stress that | mean areas of Japan-
ese society. rather than any notorious areas of
but | believe that if T am
really going to learn anvthing about Japan, the

central Asahikawa ! ),

lessons (and the rewards) are to be found in
day-to-day living, rather than specialist study.
To talk a little about my teaching role, my
students may be relieved to know that, in psycho-
linguistic theory, I lean towards the structuralists
rather than the behaviourists. I believe that the
basic skill, and the hardest part, in learning a
language. is understanding the grammatical rules.
Once that is achieved, listening and speaking
skills can be developed quile quickly, with lots of
enthusiasm and practice. Japanese students are,
therefore, well-placed to become competent. I hope

that the enthusiasm of my students does not wane
as my novelty wears off ! (FHE A Fefd)
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