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The Study of English
at the Idai

D. Michael Flint

In order to improve my teaching methodology
and to gain greater insight into Japanese stud-
of English,
survey at the
1978.
the projected was to

ents’ attitudes toward the study
I conducted a motivational
Idai and Kyoikudai

The immediate thrust of

during October of
establish a motivational index for the two co-
lleges. The ultimate thrust was to broach and
attempt to answer some of the perennial questi-
ons concerning the study of English in Japan:
How is it that some Japanese can learn to
speak English quickly and proficiently while the
majority, provided similar situations, fail? Why
is it that the Japanese can study English for
up to ten years yet acquire no remarkable flu-
What

in this enigma? What socio-cultural factors are

ency 7 motivational factors are involved
involved? What possible motivating factors are
involved in making the Japanese willing to learn
to read and write English while reluctant or re-
fusing to acquire the aural-oral skills necessary
for fluency ?

At the Idai 101 freshmen and 50 sophomores
were given the survey, but 23 freshmen and 9
sophomores failed to complete the test, for rea-
sons of being absent on one of the testing
dates. At Kyoikudai 12 freshmen and 10 sophom-
the survey: 9 freshmen and

completed it. The

ores were given
9 sophomores successfully
Kyoikudai students, a smaller group, was con-
sidered a control group for the Idai.

The results of the survey indicate that the
Idai freshmen are operating under a 20.5% mo-
and the Idai sophomores are studying
under a 21.4% motivation, Kyoikudai freshmen
24.9% and Kvoikudai sophomores 22.69%. Although

the motivation of the Kyoikudai students is sli-

tivation,

ghily higher, the difference is negligible. Both
colleges are operating under motivation lower
than that necessary to acquire fluency. A big
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difference, however, was noted in the Kyoikudai
students being much more intensely motivated
and having a greater desire to learn English than
This may be

the Idai students’ English study being mandatory

the Idai students. the result of

and the Kyoikudai English students’ study being
optional.

At the Idai, to help improve the students m-
otivation increased encouragement is necessary.
This can be done by both the English teachers
and the faculty in general. At present, there
are no strong sanctions for not learning to sp-
eak English. A

ome a doctor without speaking English fluently.

student can survive and bec-

Thus, a student must rely on his own motivation
in his study. The results of the survey indicate,
self-motivation is not

however, the students’

enough. One possible solution to this quandary

is to insist that the student pass English.
The old program of allowing a student to pass
English if he does well in his other
should be dropped. The student should continue

the studv. of English until he passes the course

courses

regardless of how well he does in his other
courses. Of course, Japan needs doctors. It wo-
uld be unjustified not to allow a student to bec-
ome a doctor simply because he can not speak
English fluently. However, all the Idai students
are of superior intelligence; were passing En-

glish mandatory, the vast majority would pass.

Another possibility for increasing the motivation

of the students is for the medical faculty to
increase the assignments done in English., Also,
inviting more English-speaking guest lectures w-
ould be helpful. Possibly even a foreign instruc-
tor on the medical staff should be considered.
At any rate, for the Idai to become iaternation-
ally respected as a medical college, it must pr-
oduce students who become internationally well-

known as doctors. The avenue to this goal is

to produce students who are fluent in English
and capable of contributing to international conf-
erences and publications, (A i)
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