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My Ambition Concerning
the Hokkaido Experience

D. Michael Fiint
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*0ld men should he

American poet Thomas
Stearnes Eliot . Wheh
I first read thisat the age

of fourteen I ecould hardd

4

explorers,” or so says the

ly understand its meaning. [ envisioned an aging,
white-haired man trekking out across some wilderness
in search of the locusamoenus, the happy or
pleasant place. Since that time, however., | have
realized that there is an implication beyond this
literal meaning: Eliot meant that one should
never stop learning.

Although my official position at the Medical
College is that of Foreign Instructor of English,
in a manner of speaking, | consider myself to
be a perennial student. While in Japan | wish
to learn as much as possible about the Japanese
culture and to reach toward a greater understanding
of the overwhelming questions “What is man?”
and “What does it mean to be human? " | hope to
apply the new insights | gain to my avacation of
writing.

Recently I have become very interested in
the relatively new and exciting field of psycho-
lingnistics. Psycholinguistics is the study of the
cognitive processes involved in language generation.
Indeed | am very curious about the relationship
between thought and language. I hope that while
at the Medical College T can find time to explore
this discipline further.

Concerning my pedagogical theory of language,
I believe as the behaviorists that language does
not occur until it is put into action, that is,
until it is spoken or written. No matter how
well one ean read a |anguage, he has not proven
his ability until he has written or spoken it.
Japanese students are notorious for having a
great abilty to read English but a seemingly
inherent inability to speak it. The greatest
hope | have concerning my Hokkaido experience
is somehow to instil within my students the
desire to use English verbally. This, of course,
reguires a greater commitment to turning
Above all, if the Medical

College is serious about its wish to have its

language into action.

students become fluent speakers of the English
language, | suggest that the faculty set an
example by continual encouragement and even by

actively using English themselves, They should

never forget Eliot's words. (91 [E A 4 i)
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