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A POINT
TO REMEMBER

JOYOE ELLEN OKAWA

Since  coming o
Asahikawa Medical
College 1 have been

immeasurcably  impressed

by the sincere friend-
and  help -

both  the

liness
fulness of
staff and
‘family *  atmosphere

makes working at the

College a satisfying

experience for me. In conversations with

‘brave’ students (those who try o speak

English no matter what!) 1 have tried to
pick up the pulse of their thoughts about
student life, medicine, and life in gencral.
I have discovered that like students from
cultures everywhere, students here are

looking for a viable life philosophy to

them in a world of relativity and

In this

give a few of my

cement

inhumanity . space | would like to

opinions about the

serious questions students raise.

If 1
philosophy
although
are  working feverishly to put man at the
of his
ically, bringing
the death of man. No

music.

were to summarize the blunt

of our day, 1 would say that

science, technology, and medicine

controls universe, they are. iron-

about the reverse, namely.

matter where

we  look - - art, philosophy. science,

education, ete. -- we uncover this contem -

porary world spirit that man is merely

students . The

a  chunk of matter chiseled out of

nothingness and. therefore. nothing in  the

end. We  have tried to counter this
pessimism by teaching  values and  working
harder. but the conclusion of the twentieth
century screams on and out inilg daily
life.

Who in our society is standing against
the ery of meaningless existence ? In
my opinion, the men of medicine [ittingly

death,  for it

precisely

oppose the idea of man's

seems that the longer man

studies the mysteries of the human body.
the louder he must cry: ‘Man is
significant! Man is significant ! A
doctor. perhaps more than any other

individual in  his or her knows

the order.

society,

precision.  and unity of the

body because he or she has wrestled
with  its  complexities and its  simplicities.
A well - known  American writer.  Henry
David Thoreau, once said: ‘If a man

with his

because  he

does not keep pace companions

perhaps it is hears a

different  drummer. Let him step to the
music  which he hears.’ It is my hope
that Idai students will step to  the

truth  *Man is significant’ and realize that
it is a truth well worth contending for
today .
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