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A 86-year-old female with decreased level of con-
sciousness and left hemiplegia underwent intracranial
hematoma removal in reverse jack-knife position. Dur-
ing surgery, air embolism was detected by sudden
decrease in the end-tidal CO, concentration and chest
ausculation. The patient was considered to have devel-
oped relative hypovolemia due to a long time bedrest,
aging, and preoperative therapy, which caused the air to
enter easily via the diploic vein at negative venous
pressure. ’
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