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< Brief Report>
_ Anesthetic Experience in Big Earthquake =~
Akihiro Suzuki
Kushiro Neurosurgical Hospital
(At present, Department of Amesthesia and Critical
Care Medicine, Asahikawa Medical University)
Koji Saito
Kushiro Neurosurgical Hospital
Munehiro Kubota
Department of Anesthesia and Critical Care
Medicine, Asahikawa Medical University

Big earthquakes can happen anytime in Japan and
one of them attacked us during emergency clipping
surgery, resulting in possible mishaps such as ; @ the
anesthetized patient almost fell from an operation table,
@ the endotracheal tube and the intravenous line were
nearly pulled out, @ a power failure could have occured,
and @ medical gas supply could have been cut off.
These could be life-threatening for patients under anes-
thesia. Simple, usual precautions such as, reserving an
oxygen cylinder, using an anesthetic apparatus lock,
fixing a monitoring device, etc. will lessen the danger
and could be lifesaving. Natural calamities happen
when we least expect them. We can not be too careful.

(J. Clin. Anesth. (Jpn.) 20 : 759-760, 1996)
Key words : Earthquake, Disaster, Anesthetic
experience
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