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An analysis on the utilization of the medical institution,
and the cooperation between medical institutions:
A case in the northern Hokkaido area

SUMITOMO Kazuhiro* IZUMIDA Nobuyuki** NOGUCHI Haruko* **
KIKUCHI Jun**** HASEBE Naoyuki*****

Summary

A university hospital plays a significant role for providing high-tech medical care in the local society, which will be
affected by various factors surrounding them, such as recent trends of demand for medical care and population structure in
the area. Hence, it is very important for the Asahikawa Medical College Hospital (AMCH) to evaluate the utilization of
medical care by residents in the neighbor, in order to stabilize the financial status and to provide advanced medical care
steadily.

The main object of this study is to assess how the use of medical care provided by the AMCH would be influenced by the
capability as well as a primary care physician's clinical attitude of a specific public hospital located in the Nakatombetsu
town, the northern part of the Hokkaido. We apply for five years medical claim data from March 2003 through February
2008.

In order to play a key role to provide advanced care, the AMCH would need not only to evaluate the medical care
utilization provided by local hospitals in the entire neighborhood areas, but also to make progress in clinical cooperation or

regional medical liaison with those local hospitals.

Key words | regional medical liaison, primary care, management of medical institutions
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