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Surgical treatment in patients with ankylosing spondylitis with involvement of the hip

Hip involvement in ankylosing spondylitis is a common and major problem. Total hip replacement
has been shown to provide excellent pain relief and improved ambulatory capacity. However, the
post-operative range of motion of the operated hip is limited in certain cases because of the high
incidence of heterotopic bone formation. Prophylaxis against heterotopic bone formation by using
low-dose radiation and/or NSAIDs therapy is recommended. During the operation unnecessary damages
to the surrounding soft tissues especially to the surrounding muscles should be avoided to prevent
heterotopic bone formation.

Takeo MATSUNO et al, Asahikawa Medical College, Hokkaido
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