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Summary

Studies on lymph node metastasis as prognos-

tic factor in esophageal cancers

Masahiro KITADA, Satoshi HIRATA,
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Hirokazu SUGIMOTQ, Tetsuya NOSAKA,
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College

One hundred and six cases of esophageal cancer
with lymph node matastasis operated at the depart-
ment entered the study. The number of lymph nodes
involved and melastasizing rate of lymph nodes were
expressed as lymph node metastasis factors. The sub-
ject of the study was to clarify the correlation between
the depth of invasion and prognosis in terms of lymph
node metastasis factors, as well as n-factor according

to the conventional General Rules for the Esophageal

il - Al 272

Cancer Study. With an increase in the depth of inva-
sion, each lymph node metastasis factor progressed.
Notwithstanding a low degree of cancer invasion,
however, about 20% of the cases had advanced lymph
node metastasis factors. As to correlations between n-
factor and other lymph node metastasis factors, even
n3 and nd cases had less numbers or low incidence of
lymph nodes involved. When prognoses of the subjects
were evaluated by these prognostic factors, a signifi-
cantly poor prognosis was noted in cases with n3+n4,
more than 5 lymph nodes involved, and/or metastatic
rate of 20% or more. It is thought that not only n-
factor but also other lymph node metastasis factors are
meaningful to assess the prognosis of esophageal

cancer.
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