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Abstract

Vitreous fluorophotometry and electroretinography were carried out in 52 eyes of 29 noninsulin-
dependent diabetics and 30 eyes of 21 normal subjects, ranging in age from 40 to 59 years. Fluorescein
fundus angiograms revealed abnormal finding in neither diabetics nor normal subjects. The refractive
error of eyes, if any, was limited to within®-1.0 diopter. Eyes which showed any type of posterior
vitreous detachment were excluded. Baseline corrected vitreous fluorescein concentrations 60 minutes
following fluorescein injection and measurements of protein-unbound fluorescein concentration in the
plasma were used to calculate the inward permeability of the blood-retinal barrier (Pin) by a computer
simulation method. The peak latency of the first deflection (0,) of the oscillatory potential (O, peak
latency), the interpeak interval between O, and the second deflection (0.) of the oscillatory potential
(T)) and the summed amplitude of the upward deflections (0,~0,) (£0) were analyzed on ERG
recordings. A comparison was made between the diabetic group and the control group in terms of four
parameters (Pin, O, peak latency, T,, £0). The O, peak latency was significantly longer in diabetics
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without retinopathy than in normal subjects. No significant difference was observed between the two
groups in terms of the other three parameters. Our results indicated that the earliest retinal change
in diabetics without retinopathy is the selective delay of the peak latency of O, (retinal neuropathy)
rather than increased permeability of the blood-retinal barrier. (Acta Soc Ophthalmol Jpn 91 : 599

—603, 1987)

Key wards : Diabetic retinopathy, Blood-retinal barrier, Osillatory potential, Vitreous fluoro-

photometry, Electroretinogram
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