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Mothers® Cognition and Care of Febrile Children

— Mothers of 1089 for Analysis in The Present —

Keiko Hosono Jun Iwamoto
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Summary
We have studied the knowledge, cognition and fear of fever along with the
care of febrile children (aged 0-6 y) in 1089 volunteered mothers. The study
was carried out using a self-descriptive questionnaire asking 1) knowledge
of fever, 2) intervention for febrile children including observation, cares,
consultations and visits to the doctors, 3) cognition or fear of febrile
condition. Many mothers (92%) recognized the low grade fever (less than
39°C) as high fever and approximately half of mothers (46%) were
even afraid of the febrile condition under 38°C. The knowledge of fever is
still contaminated with various misunderstandings such as febrile
convulsion, brain damages. The intervention of sick children with fever
varied according to each level of fever. The mothers seem to rely on the
application of the gel-sheet in every level of fever. In this regard, the
cooling gel-sheet is becoming a handy first aid tool for febrile children.
There was a tendency that mother with less knowledge would have
stronger anxiety of fever and erroneous knowledge of nervous damages.
key words : Febrile Children , Mother , Fever Phobia ,

Cognition , Cares
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