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UsingAuthenticMaterialstoDevelopListeningSkillsin 

TeachingEnglishasaForeignLanguage 

SimonBayley 

AnotuncommoncomplainthoardfromstudentsbeginningacoursGinEnglish 

asaForoignLanguage（ＢＦＬ）inanEnglish-spGakingcountryis，“Wounder-

standourteacherswhentｈｅｙｓｐｅａｋａｎｄｗｏｏｆＬｏｎｈａｖｅｆｅｗｐｒoblomswithLhelis-

teningexercisesinclass，ｂｕｔｗｈｅｎｗｅｇｏｉｎｔｏａｓｈｏｐｏｒａｐｕｂｗｅｕｎderstand 

nothing1”SuchstudentsarefindingthaLtheunderstandingofspokenEnglisｈ１ 

ｏｒｏｆａｎｙｆｏｒｅｉｇｎｏｒｓocondlanguago，involvesmuchmorethanmGrGlytheabili-

tytointerprettheindividualwordsusedbyanativespeaker、Moreover，those

studentswhohavepreviouslybeenexposedtocontrolledlisteningmaterials， 

thoseaccompanyingtextbooksorusedtodeveloptheacademicmicro-skillsnec‐ 

essaryrorcertainexaminations，mayfGolfrustratedanddemotivatedtofind 

thatoutsidetheclassroomtheirabilitytorollowandundeｒｓｔａｎｄＥｎｇｌｉｓｈｉｓｌｉｍ‐ 

itedJnlJhetargetlanguageGnvirｏｎｍｅｎｔｔｈｅｓｔｕｄｏｎｔｓｗｉｌｌｇａｉｎｓｏｍｅｅxperience 

ofthedilTicultiesofdealingwithnative-speakerdiscourse；ｉntheclassroomthe 

useofauthenticspokenmaterialsatalllevels，facilitatesthedevelopmentofthe 

skillsnecessaryforthiscomprehensionofnormalspokenEnglish 

Authenticlisteningmaterialcanbｅｄｅｆｉｎｅｄａｓａｎｙｔｈｉｎｇｔｈａｔｈａｓｎｏｔｂｅenscript‐ 

edforthebenefitofsLudentslGarningaforeignlanguagc、Thisincludoscom-

plotclyunscriptedmaterials；recordedconversations，interviewsorreal-lifedra‐ 

maandalsothoseLextsthatarescriptedforl)henative-speakeT，ｅｉｔｈｅｒｔｏｅｍｕ‐ 

latenaturaldiscourse，ａｓｉｎａｍｏｖｉｅｏｒｒａｄｉｏｄｒａｍａ，ｏｒｔｏｃｏｎｖｅｙｉｎｆｏｒｍａｔｉｏｎ， 

ａｓｉｎａｎｏｒａｌｐｒｅｓｅｎｔａｔｉｏｎｏｒａｃｏｍｍＧｎｔａｒｙ・Ｒａｄｉｏ，ｔｅｌｅｖｉｓｉｏｎａｎｄｓｏｍｅｏｆｔｈｅ
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morerecenttextbooksareallsourcesofthesematerials・Whorethestudents

haveparticularneeds，forexamplelisteningtomedicalpresentationsandat‐ 

tendingconferences，ｔｈｅｓｔｕｄｅｎｔｈｉｍｓｅｌｆｍａｙｂｅａｂｌｅｔｏｐｒovidehisownmateri-
als＿ 

Receptivecompetence，１isteningandundGrstanding，ｉｓａｌａｒｇｅａｒｅａｗｈｉｃｈｃａｎｂｅ 

ｓｕｂ－ｄｉｖｉdedintoarangeofmicro-skills・Itmaybeappropriatetoreviewthese

micro-skillsbeforediscussinghowandwhichskillscanbepractisedusingau-

thenticlistening、Thedifferentskillslieonacline，ｆｒｏｍｔhepurelymechanical

tothemoresophisticatedandintellectuaL 

Mechanical Sophisticated 
skills --紗Communicative--紗SkillR
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RocognitionofTargetLanguage、

Detectionofphonemos，worda 

Recognisingphrase，clause，sentence・

Recognisingcohesiveelementsandreference、

Simpleintonation；ｅｇ，differentiatingsentenceandquestion 

Understandinggist、

Guessingvocabulary・

Skimming；recognisingnotional/conceptualmeaning・

Listeningforspecificinformatiｏｎ：contentandfunction・

Listeningforfeeling，tone，inference・

Listeningforconventions：interruption，desiretocontinue、

Transferfromaudiotowrittonform・

Idontifymgrhetoricalstructures，ｅｇ,inspeeches・

Usingknowledgetoclarifyandcorrectsomothing、

AesthoticappreciaLion 

Ｍａｎｙｏｆｔｈｅｓｅｍｉｃｒｏ－ｓｋｉｌｌｓｍａｙｂｅｃｏｍｍｏｎｔｏｔｈｅｌａｎｇｕａｇｅｏｆｔｈｅｓＬｕｄｅｎｔ，but 

languagelearnersdonotautomaLicallytransfertheirskills，inlisteningor 

speakingorevenwritingandreading，fromthefirstlanguagetothesecon。．
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AsLeachers，ｏｕｒａｉｍｉｓｔｏＬｒａｉｎｔｈｅｓｔｕｄｅｎｔｓｔｏｄｅveloptheseskillsinEnglish 

§
 

Ｔｈｅｍａｉｎｓｏｕｒｃｅｏｆａｕｒａｌｉｎｐｕｔｉｎｔｏａlossoncomesfromtheteacher，ｂｕｔｈｅｏｒ 

ｓｈｅｃａｎｎｏｔｃｌａｉｍｔｏｂｅａｂｌｅｔｏａｃｔａｓａｍｏｄｅｌｆｏｒａｌｌｓｐｅａｋｅｒｓｏｆＥｎglishnorto 

provideexamplesoflanｇｕａｇｅｉｎｗｈｉｃｈａｌｌｏｒｅｖｅｎｍｏｓｔｏｆｔｈｅmicro-skillscan 

bGdeveloped、Accordingtoonewriter，authenticspokenmaterialscanonlybe

presentedtolearnersifthenecessaryLechnologicalsupportisavailable・Ｆｏｒ

this，thelechnologicalsupport，usedmostGxtensivelyisthecassettetape 

recorder、Ａ１ｔｈｏｕｇｈｖｉｄｅｏｃａｎａｌｓｏｂｅｕｓｅｄ，ａｎｄ，ｉｎｄｏＧｄ，hasmanyadvantages，

theeaseofusingthecassetteplayermakesitthofirstchoice．Manyoftheusos 

oftheclassroomtape-recordGrcanbeappliedLothelanguagelaboratory・A

studentsel｢一accesscentre，ｉｎｗｈｉｃｈｓｔｕｄｅｎｔｓｃａｎｂｏｒｒｏｗａｎｄｕｓｅtapedmateri‐

alstolisLentoextensivelyandintensivelyintheirowntime，ｃａｎｂｅａｈｉｇｈｌｙｅｆ－ 

ｆｅｃｔｉｖｅｔｏｏｌｆｏｒhelpingstudentsdeveloptheirlistening，Authenticlisteningcan 

alsobeintroducedintotheclassroominthe【ｏｒｍｏｆ‘ｈｕｍａｎｒｅａｌｉａ，；visitingna-

tivoornon-nativespeakGrswhowilltalktostudents、Telephonescanalsobe

usedtobridgｏｔｈｅＲａｐｂｅｔｗｅｅｎｔｈｏｃｌａｓｓｒｏｏｍａｎｄｔｈｅ‘real’world 

Therearomanyadvantagesofusinｇｃａｓｓｅｔｔｏｒｅｃｏｒｄｅｒｔｏｓｕｐｐｌｅｍｅｎｔｔｈｅｖｏｉｃｅｏｆ 

ｔｈｅｔｅａｃｈＧｎＳｏｕｎｄｉｎｔｈｅｃｌａｓｓｒｏｏｍｃａｎｓＧｔｔｈｅｃｏｎｔｅｘｔｏｆｌａｎｇuagemoreeffec‐ 

tivelythanmerelythewrittenword，picturesortheLeacher，svoice、Thestudent

canbeexposedtoalimitlessrangeofvoicesandaccentsandｃａｎhoarnormal 

discourseinspeechbetweennativGspeakersand，refloctingtheinternationalna‐ 

turooftheEnglishlanguage,amongstnon-nativospeakers・Themajorityofthe

listeningmaterialspresenLedtothestudentsarescriptedandgraded；authentic 
materia]ｓａｒｏｎｏＬ 

Usingauthenticspeechintheclassroomcan，however，ｐｒｅｓｅｎｔａｎｕｍｂｅｒｏｆ 

ｐｒｏｂｌｅｍｓ，Theseincludespeedofdelivery；thediscoursemaybetoofast：ｕｎ‐ 

gradedmaterialisomeofthelanguａｇｅｕｓｅｄｂｙｔｈｅｓｐｅａｋｅｒｓｍａｙｂｅｂｅｙｏｎｄ 

ｗｈａｔｗｅｂｅｌｉｅｖｅｔｏｂｅｔｈｅａｂｉｌｉｔｙｏｆthestudentsperhapsbecausewe，ａｓteachers， 

ｈａｖｅｎｏｔｙｅｔｔａｕｇｈｔｉｔ：redundancyandrepetition；mwhichthespeakersmayre-

peatthemsG1vesorusolanguagethatwoulｄｓｅｅｍｔｏｃａｒｒｙｎｏｉｎｆｏｒｍａｔｉｏｎｉｎｔｈｅ 

ｃｏｎｔｅｘｔｏ『theconversation：lackofstructurG；ｓｔｕｄｅｎｔｓｍａｙｂｅｎｏｎｐｌｕｓｅｄｂｙｌｊｈｏ
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realisationthat，unlikesomeofthocharactersinLheirtextbooks，nativeEnglish 

speakersdonotalwaysspeakindiscrete，grammaticallyconsistentunits：‘in-

correct，grammar；againstudentsmaybosurprisedtorindthattheaccuracy 

thathasbeondemanｄｃｄｏｆＬｈＧｍｆｏｒｓｏｌｏｎｇｉｓｌｌｏｌ,ｕｓｅｄｂｙＬｈｏｎativespeakers 

onthetape，andthatLheteacherispresentingthemwithmodelsof‘ｂａｄ，En-

glishThefactthattheseproblemscanoccurinrecordedmaterialsroflectsthe 

difficultiesthatstudentswillencounterwhenl,ｈｅｙｔｒｙｔｏｕｓｅＥｎｇｌｉｓｈｏｕｔｓｉｄｅｔｈｅ 

ｃｌassroom，ａｎｄｔｏｉｇｎｏｒｅｔｈｅｍｉｓｄｏｔｈｅｓｔｕｄｅｎｔｓadisservice・Theseproblemsof

presentationinLheclassroomcanbeminimalisedoreliminatedbycarefulselec-

tionｏｆｔｈｅｔａｓｋａｎｄｔｈｅｌｅｎｇｔｈｏｌＬｈｅｌｉｓLGningpassage・InanvsituaLionalisten-

er'sexpectationsareimportantandbeforoalistGningactivitythetaskshouldbe 

clearlydefined，ａｎｄｕnderstandingchecked；ａｓｏｎｅｗｏｕｌｄｄｏｗｉｔｈａｎｙｋｉｎｄｏｆ 

ｌｉｓｌｅningexercise・Ｔｈｅｌｅｖｅｌｏｆｔｈｅｓｔｕｄｅｎｔｓｗｌｌｌａｌｓｏａffectthewaythatsuchma‐

terialsused、AtbeginnorandelomontarylevelstherearefewGrusesofsuchma-

teｒｉａｌｓｂｕｔＬｈｏｙｓｔｉｌｌｈａｖｅａｐｌａｃｅｉｎｔｈｅｃｌａｓｓｒｏｏｍａｎｄｎｏｔｍｅｒｅｌｙｆｏｒｔｈｅｍore 

mochanicalelementsofreceptivecompetence． 

Authenticspeech，presentedinitiaUyinsmallunits，canhelpstudontsgetused 

Lodecodinglanguage：ｔｈａｔｉｓ，breakinganuLtorancedownintoconstituent 

words、Ａｓｐｅａｋｅｒｍａｙｓａｙ，forexamplo，ＭＩｌｉｋｅｉｔ'ｓeyes”butastudentmay

recognisesomethingthatonlyapproximatestothis，ｌｉｋｅ“Ｉ１ｉｅｋｉｔ，ＳＳｉze.'，Ｔｈｉｓ 

ｃａｎｂｅｄｏｎｅａｔａｌｌｌｅｖｅｌｓ；recognisingwordsinastreamofspeechisonearea 

whereevennative-speakershavedifficultieswhenencounteringunfamiliarac-

ceｎｔｓｏｒｅｍｏｔｉｎａｌｌｙｃｈａｒ貝edspeech．

IntheteachingofstressandintonationpaLtorns，authenticmaterialsarepartic-

ularlvusefuLILhasbeensaidthatthereisapossibiliLythatspeakersofEnglish qJ 

aremoretolerantofforeignertalkthanspeakersofsomeolherlanguages，but 

thistolerancedoesnotextendLomisuseoftheseprosodicelementswhcnthe 

speechisstructuranycorrect・Ａｔｌｏｗｅｒｌｅｖｏｌｓｓｔｕｄｅｎｔｓｃａｎｌｉｓｔｅｎｔｏｄｅｔｅｒｍｉｎｅｉｆ

ａｎｕｔｔｅｒａｎｃｅｉｓａｑｕｅstionorasLatement・Ｓｔｕｄｅｎｔｓｃａｎｂｃｍａｄｅａｗａｒｏｏｆａｎｄ

ｔａｕｇｈｔｔｏｌｉｓtenforstressedwordsandLhusbegintounderstandtherelationship 

betweensontencestrossandmeaninginBnl2rlish． 
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Ａｎａｗａｒｅｎｅｓｓｏｆｓｔｒｅｓｓａｎｄｉｔｓｕｓｅｔｏhighlightinformationcarryngwordscan 

beusedtoteachvocabularyathigherlevelsForexamplostudentslisteningtoa 

descriptionordiscuｓｓｉｏｎｃａｎｇｕｅｓｓｔｈｅｍｅａｎｉｎｇｏｆａｎｅｗｗｏｒｄｂｙｔｈｅｗａｙｉｔｉｓ 

ｕｓｅｄｉｎｔｈｅｏｖｅｒａｌｌｃｏｎｔｅｘｔｏｆｔｈｅｌｉｓｔｅｎｉｎｇｔｅｘＬ・ALhigheｒｌｅｖｅｌｓｔｈｉｓｃａｎｂｅＧｘ‐

tendedtodemonstratehowna↓ivespekersborrowwordsfromconteｘｔＬｏｕｓｏｍ 

ａｎｏｔｈｏｒｏｒｕｓｅａｓｍｅｔａｐｈｏｒｓｏｒｔｏｓｈｏｗｈｏｗｃｅｒｔａｉｎｗｏｒｄｓｃｏｌｌｏｃate・Usingau‐

thenticexamplesoftheuseo「ｓｔｒｏｓｓｔｏｈｉｇｈｌｉｇｈｔｉｎ｢ormationcarryingvocabu‐

laryisexpedientwhenteachingcertainstudyskills；listeningtopresentationsis 

onewhichisparticularlyimportantinmycurronttoachingposition． 

０ 

Rarelyarethebland，de-contextualisGdutterancescomｍｏｎｔｏｓｏｍｅｏ［tho 

rocordedmaterialsuscdforｏｌｄｅｒＬｏｘｔｂｏｏｋｓａｎｄｅｘａｍｉｎａｔｉｏｎｓｆｏｕｎｄｉｎａｕＬｈＧｎ－ 

ｔｉｃｓｐｏｅｃｈ、ElementssuchasemotionandpolitenessaregenerallvmarkedinEn-￣ 

glishbyintonation，ｗｈｅｒｅａｓｉｎＪａｐａｎｅｓｅｂｙｔｈＧｕｓｅｏｆｐａｒticlesoradverbials 

anddifferentparalinguisticelements､AtanyleveLthestudentsshouldbesensi-

tisedtoandtaughttorecogniｓＧｔｈｉｓｕｓｏ；ｉｆｔｈｅｙａｒｅｔｏｂｅａｂｌｅｃｏｍｍｕｎｉｃａｔｅａｐ‐ 

propriatelyinEnglish，thenawarenessandunderstandingoftheseelementsis 

important・Useofrogister，too，canbodemonstraｔｅｄｖｅｒｙｅ【fectivG1ywithau‐

thenLiclistoningtexts． 

AuthenticspeechisparticularlyusGfulinhelpingstudentslistenforspecificin-

｢ormation、Eveｎｉｎａｓｈｏｒｔｐｉｅｃｏａｓｐｅａｋｅｒｗｉｌｌｕｓｅｒepetitionandredundancy

buLthestｕｄｅｎｔｓｈｏｕｌｄｂｅｔｏｌｄｔｏｆｏｃｕｓｏｎｔｈｏｆunctionalintentofthoutterance： 

e９．ｈｏｗｔｏｇｅｔｔｏｔｈｅｂａｎｋ，whethorthespGakerlikessomethｉｎｇ，whetherIhe 

speakerhashadacertainexperience，etc・Ｔｈｉｓｃａｎｂｅｄｏｎｅａｔａｎｙｌｅｖｅｌ，butat

lowerlevelsthelisteningpassageshouldbGmuchshorter． 

ByfocusingonintonationstudentsｃａｎｂｅＬａｕｇｈｔｔｏｌｉｓｔｅｎｆｏｒｇｉｓｔ－ｔhegeneral， 

overallmeaningofanutterance，Thospoaker'sleveloflanguagemaybehigher 

thaｎＬｈｅｓｔｕｄｅｎｔｃａｎｃｏｍｆｏｒＬａｂｌｙｃｏｐｏｗｉｔｈ，ｂｕｔｈＧｃａｎｓＬｉｌｌｉｎｆｅｒｓｏｍｏｔｈｉｎｇｏ（ 

thespeaker'ｓｍｅａｎｉｎｇ、ActiviLiescanbeusedinwhichstudentsdiscern，ｆｏｒｏｘ‐

amplo,thespeakersgeneralopinionolasubjecLSimilarly,fromintonationand 

otherprosodicelementsthestudOntscandeLorminewhetherthespeakerbelieves 

inorapprovesofthesubjecL；studontsbecomeawaroofthespeaker'ｓattitude 

－２１－ 



UsingAutI1enticMaterials 
TeachingEnglish 

toDevolopLi3teningSkillsin 
asaForoiEmLanguage 

▲
■
’
 

througllnon-linguisticfeaLur０s、Studentscanpractisedevelopingaglobalun‐

dorstandingofauthenticdiscussionornarraLiveatevenlowerintermediatolev‐ 

01sbyselectingarelativelysimpletask：ｆｏｒexample，byputtingacorrespond-

ingsGriesofpicturesinthecorroctorder． 

AnimportantelemGntofnormallisteningistoconfirmone'sexpectations；an 

aspectwhichemphasisestheimportanceofconLGxtinlisteningContexLisusu-

allysetwithpre-listeningactivitiesortheusool'picturesbutvideomaterials 

areidealforthis、Activitiesinwhichthestudentslistontonativespeakersto

findconcurrencewiththeirprGdictions，ｏｒａｎｓｗｅｒｓｔｏｑｕｅｓｔｉｏｎｓｔｈｅｙｈａｖｅｉｎiti‐ 

atedthemselvespractiseLhislisteningmicro-skilLThisisparticularlystimulat‐ 

ingwhenLhesubjectisrolovanMothestudentsorwhenlistenersandthespoaker 

differ，andthenativespeakorisLheoneobviouslywrong、Recordingsofnative

spoakingchildrenhavGprovedespeciallyeffective，andentertaining，fortholat-

terexercise・Understandingcontext，however，ｉｓｏｆｔｅｎａｍａｔｔｅｒｏｆｃｕｌＬｕｒａｌｉｎｔer-

pretationandauthenticlisteｎｉｎｇｍａｔｅｒｉａｌｓｃａｎｂｅｕｓｅｄｔｏｄｅｍｏｎｓtratethedif-

ferentculturalassumptionsmadebystudentsandnative-speakers． 

FormoreadvancedslJudenLsl,heauthenticspeechcanbousedtoguｅｓｓｔｈｅｆｕｎｃ‐ 

tionalmGaningofanulLcranco、ＳＬｕｄｅｎｔｓｍａｙｒｏａｌｉｓｅｔｈａｔａｃｏｍｍｅｎtonljhe

temperaljureoftheroom，ｆｏｒexample，isactuallyarequestforsomethermＯ‐ 

static-controllingactiononthepartofthepersonbeingaddressed．Strongcon‐ 

ｔｅｘｔａｎｄｖｉｓｕａｌｃｕｅｓａｒｅｎｅｅｄｅｄｆｏｒｔhiswhichvidGocanprovidemoreeffectivelv． 

ALhigherlevels，ｓｔｕｄＧｎｔｓｃａｎｂｅａｓｋｅｄｔｏｆｏｃｕｓｏｎｔｈｅconventionsusodbyna-

Livespeakersindiscourse：hesitationdevicesandGndof‘discourseunit，mark-

ors，０itherlingusticorparalinguistic・Ｓｔｕｄｅｎｔｓｃａｎｂｅｍａｄｅａｗａｒｅｏｆｉｎｆｏｒｍａ‐

tionmarkers，rephrasingtechniquesandotherconventionswｈｉｃｈｏｃｃｕｒｉｎｎｏｒ－ 

ｍａｌｓｐｅｅｃｈｂｕｔｒarelyinscriptedmaterials；ｆｏｒexample，“ｗｈａｔｌｗｏｕｌｄｌｉｋｅｔｏ 

ｓａｙ'１，“Ｉｍｅａｎ，'，‘`ｔｏｐｕｔｉＬａｎｏｔｈｅｒｗａｖ''・Thesedevicessignalingparaphrase，■j 

hesitation，ｄeviationfromthelnainsubjectotc．（requentlyoccurinconversa‐ 

tionsbutareparticularlyimportanｔｆｏｒｓｔｕｄｅｎｔｓｗｈｏｗｉｌｌｂｅｌｉｓｔｅｎｉｎｇｔｏpresen-

LationsorconductingbusinessinEnR1ish． 
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ＴｈｅａｒｏａｏｆａｃｃｅｎｔｓｉｓｏｎｅｗｈｉｃｈｓｅｅｍstoreceivelittleattentionintheEFL 

class，exceptingdiscussionofafewdifferencesbetweeneducatedBritishand 

Amoricanpronunciation、TherearemanymoreaccentsthroughoutthoEn-

glish-speakingworld，andwithineachEnglish-speakinｇｃｏｍｍｕｎｉｔｙ，ａｎｄａｎｙ－ 

ｂｏｄｙｕｓｉｎｇＥｎｇｌｉｓｈｗｉｌｌｃertainlycomeacrosssomethem、Authenticmaterials

canbeusedtoexpososIudentstoamuchwiderrangeofaccentsandvoicesthan 

thoseusedbvactorsrecruitedbytextbookpublishers、Intheclassroomateach-U 

ercannothopetocovGrallthevarietieｓｏｆＥｎｇｌｉｓhthatanystudentmaycome 

aoross；ｗｈａｔｈｅｏｒｓｈｅｃａｎｄｏｉｓｔｒｙｔｏｇｉｖｅｔｈｅｓｔｕｄｅｎｔｓfamiliaritywiththe 

mainaccents：American，BritishandAustralianEnglish・TheSGlf-Accesssec-

tionofthoschoolistheappropriateplaceforhelpingstudentsfamiliarisethem‐ 

selvcswithaccents，ａｎｄｏｘａｍｐｌｅｓｏｆｓpeakersusingarangeofaccentsshouldbe 

keptonfile・Learnerswithexperienceinlistenｉｎｇｔｏａｎｄｕｎｄｅｒｓｔａｎｄｉｎｇａｎｕｍ－

ｂｅｒofdifferentaccontswillbebetterａｂｌｅｔｏｃｏｐｅｗｉｔｈｆｕｒｔｈｅｒｏｎｅｓｔｈａｎｔｈｏｓｅ 

ｗｈｏｈａｖｅｈｅａｒｄｏｎｌｙｏｎｅｏｒｔｗｏ． 

７ 

FromlisteningtorecordedconversationsandpresentationssLudentsｃａｎｂｅ 

ａｓｋｅｄｔｏｉｎｆｅｒｍａｎｙｔｈｉｎｇｓｆｒｏmvocabulary，toneandintonationandregister、

ＢｕｔｔｈｅｕｓｅｓｏｆｔａｐｅｄｍａｔｅｒｉａｌａｒｅlimitedincomparisonwiththGothertechno‐ 

logicalmedium，thevidoocassetteplayer． 

Despitethemanyadvantagesofaudio-tapedmaterialsthcrearesomedisadvan-

tages：ｉｔｃａｎｂｅｑｕｉｔｅｓｔｒｅｓｓｆｕｌａｎｄｓｏｍｅｓｔｕｄｅｎｔｓｈｅｒｅｉｎＪａｐａｎｃｈｏｏｓｅｔｏｓｉｔ 

ｗｉththeireyesclosedtoconcentrateonthematerial；ahardlynaturalresponse 

andonothatreinforcesthe‘eavesdropping，ｎａｔｕｒｅｏｆｉｔｓｕｓｅ・Ｔｈｅｕｓｅｏｆｖｉｄｅｏ

ｃａｎｇｏｓｏｍｅｗａｙｔｏａｌｌｅｖiatingthesedrawbacks，butmostimportantlyitpro‐ 

videsaclearvisualcontextforlanguage． 

lnvideo，thespeakersarenolongerdisembodiedbutthefocusofattentionboth 

aurallyandvisually、Ｔｈｅｓｔｕｄｅｎｔｓａｒｅｓｕｐｐｌｉｅｄｗｉｔｈａｌｌｔhenonlinguisticanden-

vironmentalcuesessentialfornaturaldiscourse・Nearlyallactivitiesusingau‐

thenticspeechareenhancedbythisextra-dimensiontounderstandmg、Howev‐

er，ｉｆｔｈｅａｉｍｉｓｔｏｆｏｃｕｓｔｈｅｓｔｕｄｅｎｔｓａｔtｅｎｔｉｏｎｏｎｏｎｅｏfthelisteningmi‐ 

cro-skills，ｓｕｃｈａｓｎｏｒｍａｌ，unemotionalsontencestress，ｔｈｅｎｔｈｉｓｅｘｔｒａｉｎｐｕｔ 
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canbedistracting 

Timespentonlisteningactivitiesintheclassroom，islimitedsostudentsshould 

beencouragedtomakeuseoftheSolf-AccessSection，forbothvidoosandaudio 

tapes・Ｔａｐｅｓｉｎｓｕｃｈａｒｅｓｏｕｒｃｅｃａｎｈｅｌｐｌａｎguagelearnerswithalltheabove

listeningskills，ａｎｄcusLomisedtapescanbeproduced，Ｆｏｒｅｘａmple，inthe 

MedicalCollegehospitalwheｒｅｌｗｏｒｋ，ａｌａｒｇｅｎｕｍｂｅｒｏｆｄｏｃｔｏｒｓｇｏｔｏａｔｔｅｎd 

conferencesinotherpartsofthｅｗｏｒｌｄ，andtholanguageoftheseconferencesis 

English・MaterialsarebeingdevelopedforvisiLingthGUSA，Australiaorother

countrios，alongwithasectionoftapedpresentationsorreportsrelatingtothe 

medicalsubjectsthatthedoctorswilldiscussorhearpresentedattheconfer‐ 

oncesattended；ｍａｎｙｏｆｔｈｅｍａｔｅｒｉａｌｓｗｉｌｌｃｏｍｅｆｒｏｍthedoctorsLhemselves． 

ThetelephoneisanothermeansbywhichauLhenLiclisteningcanbebroughtinto 

thoclassroom，ｗｉｔｈｔｈｅａｄｖａｎｔａｇｅｏｆｉｔｂｅｉｎｇＬｒｕlyinteractive、ＩｎＪａｐａｎｉｔｉｓ

ｐｏｓｓｉｂｌｏｔｏａｓｋｉｎｆｏｒｍationofhotelsandotherservicesiｎＥｎｇｌｉｓｈ，alLhoughfor 

theJapanesestudentｔｈｉｓｍｕｓｔｓｅｅｍａｌｉｔｔｌｅｕｎｎａｔｕｒａＬＩｎｃｏｎｔrast，whenteach-

ingincontinentalEurope，itisnotprohibitivelyexpensivetｏｃａｌｌＬｏｎｄｏｎｔｏ 

ｍａｋｅｅｎｑｕｉｒｉｅｓｏｆｈｏtels，languageschools，car-rentalcompanies，etc． 

Theuseoftechnologyintheclassro○ｍ，orintheself-accesscentre，isindis-

pensabletoexposethestudentstoarangeofdifferentsourcesofinput，stylesof 

conversationandaccent，butthereareoccasionswhenauthenticspeechcanbe 

exploitedwithouｔｔｈｅｕｓｅｏｆｓｕｃｈａｉｄｓ・Conversation，ｉｎｓｍａｌｌgroupsorindivid-

ually，whilemonitoringstudentactivitiesandthepresentationofinformation 

givestudentssomeexperienceofauthenticlistening；evcnstory-tellingbythe 

teacher，withanaturalspeedofdelivery，ismoreinterestingandusefulthan 

suchanarrativewouldbeontape、Ｔｈｅteachorcaninustratemeaningbyges-

tureandholdthosLudent，sattentionwithmovementandeve-contactinaway dJ 

thatcannoLbedoneonatape-recording． 

lntheenvironmentofthetargetlanguageculture，ｉｎAmerica，Britain，Ａｕs‐ 

ljraliaetc，thGrearemanyopporLuniLiesforstudentstolistentoEnglishspeakers， 

nativeorotherwise，andtheteacher'ｓｕｓＧｏｆｒｅｃｏｒｄｅｄｍａｔｅｒｉａｌｓｉｓａｎａｔｔeｍｐｔｔｏ 
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ｓｉｍｕｌａｔｅｓｏｍｅｏｆｔｈｅｓｅ，aswellfocusingonmicro-skills・Whentoachinginthe

student'ｓｏｗｎｃｏｕｎｔｒｙ，anexcellentmeansforgivingstudentsauthenticlistGn-

ingistoinvitevisitingspeakers・ThosewiLhouLGxpGrienceofteachiｎｇａｒｅｐｒｅ‐

Ierredasthoyarolossinclinedtousethemodifiedlanguagethatteachersinvari‐ 

ablyuse、Ｉｎｍｙｃｕｒｒｅｎｔｐｏｓｉｔｉｏｎｌａｍａｂｌｅｔｏ（indnon-JapanosGdoctorswhc

workinthehospitalattachedtothocolleｇｅａｎｄｗｈｏａｒｅｗｉｌｌｉｎｇｔｏｔａｌｋｉｎＥｎ‐ 

glishLothestudents、Thedoctorscanaddressthestudentｓｉｎａｓｈｏｒｔｐｒｅｓｅｎｔａ－

ｔｉｏｎｏｒｂｅｉｎterviewed、ＩｎｔｈｅｌａｔｔｅｒｃａｓｅＩｈａｖｅＬｈｅｓｔｕｄｅｎｔsdivideintosmall

groups，ａｎｄａｓｋｔｈｅｄｏｃｔｏｒａｂｏｕｔｏｎｅｓubjocL，ｓｕｃｈａｓｃｏｍｍｏｎｍｅｄｉｃａｌｐｒｏｂ－ 

ｌｅｍｓinthedoctor，scountry（theinformationislatersharedwithLhcrestofthe 

classasthegroupsarereorganised）．Mostofthedoctorsdonotusethomselves 

useEnglishasanativetongucaｎｄｓｏｉＬｉｓｎｏｔｏｎｌｙｉｎｔｅｒｅｓｔｉｎｇｂｕｔａlsohighly 

moLivatingasitdemonstratestotheJapanesestudentstheinternationalnaturo 

ofEnglish；ａｓｄｏｃｔｏｒｓｔｈｅｓｔｕｄｅｎｔｓｗｉｌｌｂｅａｓｌｉｋｅｌｙｔｏｕｓｅＥｎｇｌｉｓｈｗｉｔｈｏｔｈｅｒ 

ｎｏｎ－ｎativespeakersaswithnativespeakers． 

§ 

Theuseofauthenticlisteningmaterialsisimportantasasupplemonttoscripted 

materialstogivestudenｔｓａｎａｗａｒｅｎｅｓｓｏｆｔｈｅｐｒｏｂｌｏｍｓｏｆｌｉsteningtonatural 

discourseinＥｎｇｌｉｓｈ、Theiruseisbecomingmorerecognisｅｄｂｙｔｈｅｐｒｏｄｕｃｅｒｓ

ｏｆｔｅｘｔｂｏｏｋｓａｎｄteachingmaterials・Theseemingdifficultiesinpresentation

shouldnotdetertｈｅｔｅａｃｈｅｒｆｒｏｍｕｓｉｎｇｔｈｅｍｉｎｔｈＧｃｌａssroom；greaterconsider‐ 

ａｔｉｏｎｓｈｏｕｌｄｂｅｇｉｖｅｎｔｏｈｏｗｔｈｅｙａｒＧGxploited，wiLhparticularregardtosetting 

context，definingthetaskandlimitingthoamountofmaterial，thanwithscript‐ 

edlisteningtexts、Ｓｔｕｄｅｎｔｓｓｈｏｕｌｄｈａveaccesstoauthenticlisteningmaterialsin

aSelf-Accesstapelibraryandshouldbeencourag･ｅｄｔｏｕｓｅｔｈｅｍ． 
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