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Towards appropriate teaching methodology
for early English education
— a view from a pilot study at nursery school

MIYOSHI Nobuhiro* and NAITO Hisashi* and TOZAWA Hatsumi* *

Summary

It has been "generally" held that since there seems to be some version of critical period effects in language acquisition/
learning, we should introduce English teaching at the primary level. This paper, however, argues against such a "common"
view, by pointing out crucial logical gaps between the critical period hypothesis (cf. Lenneberg (1967) and Johnson and
Newport (1989)) and introduction of English teaching at the primary level. It claims that what is important to fill in those
gaps is to establish teaching methods specific to that level. For this purpose, a pilot study was carried out at a day care center
in Asahikawa. Focusing on improving children's listening and speaking skills by stimulating readjustment of their phonetic
system to the target language, we conducted an "experiment" on vocabulary teaching. Overall results were successful. The
study also reveals the importance of applying accumulated psycholinguistic findings to (improvement of) teaching skills, and
the necessity of professional support by a foreign language teacher for class management, suggesting further that the relevant

governmental policy should be reconsidered.

early English education, second language acquisition, critical period, teaching method, vocabulary

learning

*Department of English, Asahikawa Medical College
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