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Extension of Medical Colleges and Financial
Contribution from Local Residents in the 1970's in Japan

OTANI Susumu *

Summary

In Japan, more than 15 national medical colleges were established in the 1970s using not only the national budget but also
with contributions collected from residents living near the college sites. Although such donations to establish national
facilities may have been in violation of Local Finance Laws, the contributions from the residents were not insignificant. The
local residents gave in anticipation that their children would eventually enter the medical college and become active in
community medicine. However, entrance examinations to a national school must be open equally to all wishing to attend,
without the possibility of preferential treatment to any. This paper analyzes deliberations in the Diet at the time the medical
colleges were set up, with regard to the defrayment of costs by local residents in establishing national facilities. It also
re-examines the relation between the principle of defrayment of school expenses and that of school management by the

establishers of national schools.

Key words | national school, local finance, financial contribution, defrayment of school expensive, school

management
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