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The Practice and Duty of Nurses in the Public Health Nurse,

Midwife and Registered Nurse Act and the Medical Practice Act
— Compared with Other Medical Personnel Acts —

YOSHIMURA Sadako®

Summary

The duties of a nurse, as defined by the Public Health Nurse, Midwife and Registered
Nurse Act, are nursing care and the support of doctors in their provision of treatment. This
definition does not provide a clear statement of the responsibilities under which the fulfill-
ment of a nurses' duties is to be undertaken. In this paper the author tries to make clear
what the practice and duties of a nurse are by comparing the Public Health Nurse, Midwife
and Registered Nurse Act with the Medical Practice Act and other medical personnel acts
which each define their professional practices and duties.

The rulings on medical malpractice cases have shown that the responsibilities of nurses
have grown to include the taking care of patients in the home and medical institutions. It is,
however, still unclear where the legal responsibility lies in medical care, whether with the
doctor and / or the nurse because nurses are subject to the doctors' orders. The responsibility
of doctors lies in giving appropriate orders. The responsibility of nurses likewise lies in ap-
propriate action, subject to the orders of doctors.

The author hopes to show the necessity of amending the Public Health Nurse, Midwife and
Registered Nurse Act to make clear the professional duties of nurses.
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