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The Recent Trend of Psychiatry in Japan

— From the Literature for the Past Thirteen Years —

Manabu YAMAUCHI® Eiichi UENO*

Summary

This research was examined on the recent trend of psychiatry in Japan which was searched
literature relevant to keyword "psychiatry" in Japana Centra Revuo Medicina CD-ROM(1987-
2000 year) edition by a content analysis. The analysis of title of each literature was carried
out by breaking down Japanese sentences by vocabulary level, and then the noun was se-
lected.

As a result, "law", "mental hygiene act", and "mental health act" were extracted from the
title of each literature. It was found that this result was related to the revision of mental
health act which was reformed from mental hygiene act in 1987. It was also found that words
which indicate the reflection of social state such as "liaison psychiatry ", "community health,
"mass media" and "Hanshin-Awaji great earthquake disaster" were extracted from the title
of earth literature. This result shows the psychiatry was re-examinated in detail keeping in
contact with social welfare. These results suggested that evaluation of psychiatric trend
using a method to break down and analyze Japanese sentences by vocabulary level by this
analytic method can be used very successfully.

key words | psychiatry, content analysis, Mental Health Act, social state
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