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A Practical Study on the Administration

of Property for Elderly Sufferers of Dementia Receiving
Home-Care in Hokkaido

Kumiko KITAMURA*®

Summary

This study was conducted to clarify the state of property administration for elderly suffer-
ers of dementia receiving home-care in Hokkaido, and to explore relevant legal problems.
The twenty-four subjects selected for this study were introduced by Public Health Nurses
working for Hokkaido prefectural health centers and local government.

The status of the property and its administration was determined through interviews,
using a questionnaire, with representatives of relevant facilities and organizations.

The results of the survey are as follows:
Administration of property involving supervision of real estate and finances.

(1) Administration of real estate
In some cases ownership of a dementia sufferer's real estate has been transferred to
the relatives without the owner's approval, and thereafter disposed of or mortgaged for
the profit of those relatives

(2) Financial administration.
In some cases, dementia patients supervise their money by themselves. It is possible
to have them control their own finances as long as they are supported and protected by
their neighbors and other organizations.

In cases in which the dementia victim's money is supervised by relatives, it is not uncom-
mon for the relatives to use the money without approval as the elderly person's mental com-
petence deteriorates.

In some cases the dementia patient's finances are supervised by the owner of the apart-
ment house in which the person lives, by friends or by a public health nurse. This last situa-
tion creates problems for the public organizations for which the nurses work as they are not
authorized by law to take on such financial supervision.

Furthermore, there are many cases in which elderly individuals with dementia living alone
become victims of door-to-door salesmen.

It is apparent that there is an urgent need to enact legislation for the protection of the
elderly with dementia and to safeguard their property and finances.

Key Words home-care, elderly with dementia, administration
of property, public health nurse
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