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A case of tuberculosis retropharyngeal abscess

Kan Kishibe?, Yuhki Kobayashi?, Takeshi Kanaya?, Yasuaki Harabuchi?

1) Department of Otolaryngology, Hokkaido Central Hospital for Social Health

Insurance

2) Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, Asahikawa Medical College

A 39-year old female patient with tuberculosis retropharyngeal abscess was reported.

In 2004 April she came to our hospital complaining of sore throat. Throat examination

showed a bulging abscess at the posterior wall of her pharynx. Computed tomography

(CT) of the neck showed a left retropharyngeal abscess and multiple abscesses in the

left deep cervical lymph nodes. Needle drainage was performed and 1.5 ml of turbid

green pus was drained. The tuberculosis bacilli were proved by acid-fast stain. In

treatment of her tuberculosis, we used 4 kinds of tuberculostatics (isoniazid, rifampicin,

ethambutol, and pyrazinamide). Swelling in the retropharyngeal wall disappeared, but

cervical lymph nodes still remained at 9 months after treatment. Then, we added

tuberculostatics for 3 more months. Since then no recrudescence of her symptoms or

signs are observed in her pharynx.



Keywords: tuberculosis retropharyngeal abscess, pyrazinamide, tuberculosis of the

cervical lymph nodes, adult
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#1. YIRZREMRiR A

WBC 5700 / u1
Neut 60.5 %
Lymp 30.1 %

RBC 414X 106/ u 1

Hb 12.3 g/dl

Plate 22.2X103/ ul

AST 21 IU/L

ALT 16 IU/L

LDH 153 IU/L

ALP 192 IU/L

CRP 1.20 mg/dl
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