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Summary

CARCINOMA METASTASIZING TO CERVICAL LYMPH
NODES FROM UNKNOWN PRIMARY SITES

Masanobu Imada, MD
Tatsuya Hayashi, MD
Akihiro Katada, MD
Satoshi Nonaka, MD
Yasuaki Harabuchi, MD

Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery,
Asahikawa Medical College

We treated 15 patients with carcinoma of the cervi-
cal lymph nodes metastasizing from unknown primary
sites between 1988 and 2002. Cause-specific 5-year
survival was 46.2%. Two of 5 patients whose primary
sites were detected late had carcinoma of the tonsils as
the primary origin, so we suggest that ipsilateral tonsil-
lectomy is reliable for screening for this disease. The
N clinical stage was the most important factor for prog-
nosis. Combined therapy including radiation therapy
and systemic chemotherapy is required to improve the
prognosis in advanced cases.

Key words . unknown primary tumor, tonsillec-
tomy, combined multimodal therapy
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