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< Br_i_e_f Report >

Susumu Tamakawa
Department of Anesthesia,
Rumoi Municipal Hospital

I had reported a case of atelectasis apparently
caused with laryngeal mask airway (LMA). The purpose
of the study was to determine whether saliva secretion
increases due to insertion of LMA. Twenty patients
were randomly divided into 2 groups, an LMA group
and a tracheal intubation (TI) group. No patients were
premedicated. Thirty minutes after the induction, saliva
volume was measured. Its volume of the LMA group
was significantly larger than that of the TI group. I
recommend antisialagogue drugs when the insertion of
LMA is planned.

(/. Clin. Anesth. (Jpn.) 22  1299-1300, 1998)
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Table Backgrounds of Two Groups (mean£SD)

TI Group  LMA Group
Age (yr) 49420 49420 NS
Gender M5:F5 M5:F5 NS
Height (cm) 163+ 9 159+ 7 NS
Weight (kg) 62+ 8 5810 NS

TI : tracheal intubation.
LMA ! laryngeal mask airway.
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Fig. Saliva volume for 30 minutes in the LMA group
was significantly greater than that of the TI group

(p=0.0033).
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