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< Brief Report>

Total Spinal Block for Mastectomy to a Patient
with Chronic Headache, a Case Report

Susumu Tamakawa
Department of Anesthesiology, Wakkanai
Municipal Hospital
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Department of Anesthesiology and Critical Care
Medicine, Asahikawa Medical College
Mutsuhiko Miyata
Department of Surgery, Wakkanai Municipal
Hospital

Total spinal block was used on a chronic headache
patient during mastectomy. The patient was a 57-year-
old-female who, in a traffic accident, had received
injuries to the right frontal head. Half a vear after the
accident, severe pain developed around the scar. The
pain was not relieved by stellate ganglion block or other
blocking techniques. At this time, breast cancer was
diagnosed and she was admitted to the hospital. Before
the mastectomy an epidural catheter was inserted into
subarachnoidal space from L,.;. After induction with
i. v. diazepam, 1% mepivacaine 30 m/ was injected
through the epidural catheter. An additional 5m/ of
mepivacaine was injected 100minutes later. The patient’s
pain decreased after the operation, and we were ahle to
control the pain by stellate ganglion block thereafter.

(J. Clin. Anesth. (Jpn.) 18: 397-398, 1994)
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