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Rin
Student learning through interview practice using
a simulated patient

— Comparing pre- and post-training responses
with the qualitative synthesis method —

ICHIJO Akemi, KANNNARI Yoko, TUNAMOTO Ai, MASUDA Yumiko

This study aims to understand the structure of learning among nursing students by investigating the influence of practice
with simulated patient on learning, immediately after the practice and after completion of the clinical training.

We analyzed reports submitted by students in the second year of a nursing college who agreed to participate in the study.
The reports were analyzed with the qualitative synthesis method (KJ method): for 44 students immediately after the practice
(74.6%); and for 26 students after completion of the clinical training (44.1%).

We introduced practice with simulated patient in the lecture of the nursing process where a simulated patient played the
role of patient for cases described in the class material, and we conducted interviews to collect data. In the practice one
student interviewed the simulated patient and other students played the roles on each other.

After the practice with simulated patient, the students felt tension and had a sense that the conditions were realistic due
to the presence of the simulated patient. This practice gave the students ideas of what clinical settings are like and for their
future work, in the process this improved learning motivation. After the training students noticed differences between the
patients they had been in charge of and the simulated patient, and that they were able to communicate with good effect in
the practice because the practice with simulated patient created a different learning environment from what they are

accustomed to.

Key words| nursing student, practice with simulated patient, clinical training,

the qualitative synthesis method (KJ method)
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